
     President Jim Baker called the January 2008 L.A.S.S. 
meeting to order at 7:37pm. No one voiced any corrections to 
the last published minutes so they were accepted. 

 
     Former treasurer Keith Grotrian has yet to transfer the 

records to our new treasurer elect, Jack Barry, so there was no 
treasurer’s report. 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 
     Our lease agreement with the Lancaster Event Center 

has been renewed for the year 2008 at our same rate as last 
year. Jim Baker had a meeting with Ron and Sue of the Center 
to formalize our agreement. Loren Blinde stated that having 
Jim as our club contact with the Center has been a priceless 
asset to our club and all agreed. Jim related various issues dis-
cussed with Ron and Sue and cleared up some misunderstand-
ings. There is now no illusion that L.A.S.S. is associated with 
the folks requesting indoor flying. Also, L.A.S.S. is not associ-
ated with anyone flying off the parking lot pavement. Jim men-
tioned to Ron that our days of flying at the center are numbered 
due to State Fair plans and Ron said not necessarily. There wil l 
be future construction and a RV parking lot that will pinch us 
somewhat but we should have a decent flying area for the next 
few years. 

 
     They also discussed the rise and fall of no trespassing 

signs that were posted at the field. They were removed at the 
suggestion of an Event Center board member who mentioned it 
might not be legal to post no trespassing signs on public prop-
erty. The intention was to curb people using the area to dump 
trash. The possibility of some L.A.S.S. signage was discussed. 
Jim said that Ron was agreeable to a L.A.S.S. sign but he 
would like to approve it before we post it. 

 
     Even though they didn’t discuss the need for L.A.S.S. 

members to check in at the office before flying, Loren men-
tioned it would probably still be a good idea. Loren volun-
teered to make 2008 L.A.S.S. membership cards and suggested 
that we give one along with an L.A.S.S. roster to the Event 
Center staff. 

      
     NEW BUSINESS: 

 
     It is a little too early to start club glider contests but 

pre-registration is open for the MWSC taking place May 15th 

thru 18th at Wilson Lake Kansas. 
 
And the LSK annual RC auction will take place February 

2nd at the Waverly Foundation Center in Waverly NE. Doors 
open at 8:00am; the auction starts at 10:00am. 

 
NEW MEMBERS:  

 
     No new members this month. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:16 pm. 

Northeast Sailplane Products sold the Jade sailplane some 
years ago. Searching the Internet, I found the plane was de-
signed by Ed Whyte and it was sold as a Whyte Wings kit be-
fore taken up 
by NSP. The 
kit contained 
several Whyte 
Wings acces-
sories. The 
plane’s linage 
may go back 
to the Ai r-
tronic series 
of sailplanes. 

 
The Jade 

was originally 
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meant to be a full -house Standard Class aircraft. Included in 
the kit were some nine-inch winglets in addition to the balsa 
blocks for the wing tips. There were no explanation or instruc-
tions for these extra parts. I called NSP and was told the wing-
lets would enhance the plane performance. Later I saw a mes-
sage from Ed Whyte on RCSE where he said he was preparing 
kits for the European market and had made too many wing-
lets. So he tossed the surplus into the Jade kits. As I had more 
or less given up my dream of resurrecting the Standard Class, 
I decided to use the winglets. By the way, if you have no idea 
what the Standard Class is, look it up in the AMA contest 
rules. 

 
There is a dichotomy between the instructions and the 

plans. I guess the plans may have originated with Whyte 

Wings. The instructions were probably written by NSP. The 
worst divergence is in the CG location. The instruction places 
it four inches behind the wing leading edge. The plan’s states 
the CG should be 5.25 inches ahead of the trailing edge. The 
difference is about five-eights of an inch. I started with the 
most forward location. Another disturbing inconsistency is the 
fuselage was a little shorter than what was drawn on the plans. 

 
The kit has a high degree of prefabrication. The fuselage is 

composed of fiber glass and kevlar. It comes unpainted. Its de-

sign is somewhat dated. The wing bolts on the top. It has a can-
opy rather than a slip-on nose. The only modification I made to 
the kit was to add several carbon fiber strips under where the 
wing mounts. According to one Jade owner, the fuselage was 
weak there. While the workmanship was good, the fuselage 

rear section did have a twist that mis-
aligned the wing and tail group. Fol-
lowing Loren Blinde’s advice, I judi-
ciously used a heat gun to alleviate 
most of the twist.  
 
The elevator and rudder push rod 
housings were pre installed. The 
plane came with a complete set of 
good quality accessories. Elevator 
and rudder push rods are .050" car-
bon fiber rods. The joiner tube and 
rods for the stab are also carbon fiber. 
The rudder and flying stab  were left 
to the owner to build. They are con-
ventional balsa and basswood con-
struction that are film covered.  
 
The wing in its original configuration 
is a double-V dihedral; that is, a flat 
center section with dihedral  tips. The 
winglets make the wing polyhedral. 
All the wing sections, including the 
winglets, are obechi-covered foam. 
The center section is reinforced with 

fiber glass cloth between the obechi and the foam. The aileron 
and flap servo cut outs were pre made. It is left to the builder to 
glue on the edge pieces to the wing and control surfaces. 

 
I initially painted the fuselage with Krylon® white primer. 

For some reason the primer wouldn’t harden. It had to be re-
moved. I repainted the fuse with grey primer followed white 
lacquer. Instead of painting the wing like I had done on a pre-
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Regional Events  
2/2/08         Waverly, NE (E) LSK Annual RC Auction. Site: 

Waverly Foundation Ctr. For Info: Leonard 
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com. 

5/15-18/08  Wilson Lake, KS 2008 Midwest Slope Challenge 
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vious plane, I covered  it with Polycover film sold by Hobby 
Lobby. Polycover is a light, low temperature film that has 
properties similar to Ultracote®. According to my calculation, 
Polycover added a total (for both top and bottom) of 0.46 
ounce per square foot. 

 
The battery is a five-cell 1100 mAh nicad pack. With this 

pack, not much lead was needed in the nose. Rudder and eleva-
tor servos are HS-85BB. The aileron servos are HS-85MG. 
And the flap servos were Airtronic 94141. However, when do-
ing a dry run of the setup, the flap servos broke into oscillation 
if tapped. I replaced them with a pair of HS-255MG. The HS-
255MG’s are a little thicker than the Airtronics servos. Rather 
than tearing out the carbon fiber sheet flooring I had installed 
for the Airtronics, I let the HS-255MG’s bulge out the bottom 
of the wing. 

 
I used a Berg 7P receiver that had been test flown in an 

Aspire two-meter sailplane. Initially the antenna was strung 
inside the fuselage. Range test was disappointing. When I 
brought the antenna out behind the wing and taped it on top of 
the fuselage, the ground range was even worst. So, in final des-
peration, I attached the end of the antenna to the top of the ver-
tical stabilizer. With this configuration, the ground range was 
greater than the recommended minimum distance. I’m not sure 
what is causing the reduced range. I suspect it is either the 
primer or the carbon fiber push rods. 

 
In November 2007 the Jade made its maiden flight. The 

first two hand-launched test flights showed the CG at four 

inches behind the leading edge was too far forward. I tempo-
rarily added some lead to the tail to move the CG back an 
eighth of an inch and launched it off a hi-start. The hi-start 
launches were straight, almost hands-off and shallow. With its 
present CG, the Jade is  reluctant to turn with rudder control 
only. This spring I’ll be moving the CG and the tow hook rear-
ward to improve performance. 

 
The Jade is not a floater. Its speed is comparable to a typi-

cal composite sailplane. Under calm conditions, a number of 
planes will out perform it. With the normal winds we have, it 
should be a contender. 

 
 
Jade Specifications as flown: 
 
AUW 70 oz. 
Full houses - six servos 
SD-3021 airfoil 
111" wingspan 
939 sq. in. area 
10.7 oz/ sq ft wing loading 
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The Lincoln Sky 
Knights issued a revised 
auction announcement- AW 
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