
The December 4, 2007 meeting of the Lincoln Area Soar-
ing Society was called to order 7:33 pm at the Willard Com-
munity Center. President Jim Baker called for approval of the 
minutes from the last meeting. Allan first brought up that we 
had to do voting on officers for the next year. The nominated 
officers; Jim Baker-President, Jack Barry-Treasurer, Wilson 
Hardy-Secretary, and Allan Worrest-News letter editor, all 
passed by acclamation. 

 
From there the meeting went right into Field Stuff. Jim 

will meet with Ron Snover, the present Managing Director of 
the Lancaster Event Center, to renew our field charter and 
clear the air with LEC. In an aside Allan brought up that on 
Channel 10 News there was notice that the State Fair Grounds 
may be moving to the LEC. If that is the case, we may be 
looking for a new field. This news is just something for us to 
watch. Back to the field lease, discussion was hashed over 
early termination of our lease and if we get part of our money 
back if the lease ever was to be ended early. Jim assured us 
that there are mutual notification and redemption of funds if 
the lease was to be terminated by either party before it ma-
tured. 

 
Other people flying at the LEC were talked about again 

and Jim offered to put up signs or at least ask about it. 
 
There was no really new business and we went right to 

Show-n-Tell. Allan brought his new plane. It is called the 
Jade. White Wings use to sell it and NSP also use to sell the 
kit. With an all white fiberglass fuselage and obechi over a 
foam wing, it sure looked nice. An SD 3021 airfoil and Allan 
says it flies like his old Spirit glider. He has yet to finish the 
flap mixing on his radio. Right now when the flaps are de-
ployed the Jade noses up into a stall. 

   
The meeting was adjourned at 8:12pm  
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November I wrote about a day at Wasserkuppe, Germany. 
Since Allan thought we could milk this story for two newslet-
ters, here’s the rest of the adventure. 

 
After that memorable day of full scale soaring Thursday, I 

spent Friday in Rothenburg, a well preserved medieval walled 
city and modern day tourist trap. The “Kriminalmuseum” had 
various medieval torture and execution devices on display. 
The justice system didn’t screw around with due process back 
then. You could commit a crime in the morning and be crea-
tively dismembered before the day was done. 

 
I managed to avoid the gallows and headed to Nuremberg 

on Saturday. The first thing you probably think of are the post 
WW2 trials … the courtroom is still there, but it’s been re-
modeled and in daily use so it’s not like the one in the movies. 

 
More impressive was the Documentation Center, housed 

in the unfinished Nazi Congress Hall. This is an in-your-face 
museum tracing the history of the Nazi party with emphasis 
on what was happening locally. Nuremberg was proclaimed 
the most German city in Germany back then and became a 
symbolic center of party activities. If you’ve ever seen a docu-
mentary showing a couple hundred thousand troops lined up 
at a rally, it was probably in Nuremberg. I walked the mostly 
intact parade grounds and stood at a now infamous podium 
overlooking Zeppelin Field. Such a contrast…. it’s now a city 
park. 

 
Nuremberg is 

also known for its 
bratwurst. Man 
does not live by 
bread alone… 
bread is better 
with three finger 
sized sausages on 
a single bun with 
mustard, bought 
from a street ven-
dor or sidewalk 
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Wasserkuppe, 2007 - Day 2 
by Loren Blinde 
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café, and washed down by beer with a head the consistency of 
whipped cream. Possibly even better than eating at a SWIFT 
contest…  

 
Speaking of beer, my claim to fame Saturday night was 

draining the hotel lobby of every bottle of Pilsner in stock, with 
the help of a couple German friends, while listening to a Ne-
braska football game web cast on the public computer. The 
seven hour time difference made the Ball State day game a late 
night game for me. 

 
Prior to the trip, I found a web site for a full scale soaring 

field 50 km north of Nuremberg, so Sunday afternoon I set out 
to find it.   With an assist from the GPS I managed to locate the 
Nuremberg Soar-
ing Club (full 
scale). So I spent 
two hours watch-
ing a dozen dif-
ferent sailplanes 
launching and 
landing. Not just 
aero tow, they 
even had a 
winch… but the 
guy tapping the 
pedal was at the 
other end of the field. 

 
I had decided Monday would be my spur of the moment 

day…. and after wasting two hours chasing post-war rebuilt 
cathedrals and German wine, it dawned on me…. duh, 
Wasserkuppe is only an hour away!! This was an excellent op-
portunity to put Autobahn A7 to good use… let’s see, 200 kph 
= 120 mph. And I’m soon back at the gates of soaring heaven. 

 
But today is different …. the wind is blowing; the first day 

there was nearly calm. Wind at Wasserkuppe means the place 
is hopping. Another sailplane ride was possible, but that would 

have meant spending the afternoon in line behind some Czech 
tour group. BUT…. this place has four model slopes and the 
south one was getting put to good use. 

 
Picture a 

windy Thurs-
day afternoon 
at the old 
MWSC and 
how busy the 
hill would have 

been.  Now 
throw in a mix 
of 4 and 5 meter 
scale replicas of 
the historic 
planes in the 
museum, and some 3 meter racers. With full scale sailplanes 
flirting at the edges of the model flying area and paragliders 
just down the line… that’s Wasserkuppe on a windy weekday 
afternoon. 

 
Realizing full well that I had already overdosed on soar-

ing, I couldn’t leave…. no way… so I secured a room in one of 
the two on-site hotels and wandered around as dusk ap-
proached.   I watched the full scale planes being disassembled 
and got to help roll them into the hangars for the night. I vis-
ited the monument again and had dinner plus great conversa-
tion with a wait-
ress who spoke 
no English. 

 
After supper, 

there were still 
two solitary guys 
left on the model 
slope, so I hung 
around with them 
as a sundown 

thunderstorm ap-
proached. A para-
glider guy was trying to collapse his wing as the winds gusted 
and the rain started while the sun was still shining. This was 
starting to get surreal. 

 
I ran for the hotel a quarter mile away as the deluge 

started… and nearly there had to duck under the eaves of a 
hangar. An old man who operates a bar in the hangar asks if I’d 
like to get out of the rain. He offers beer and a small group of 
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Regional Events  
2/2/08         Waverly, NE (E) LSK Annual RC Auction. Site: 

Waverly Foundation Ctr. For Info: Leonard 
Akert PH:402-489-6277 email: rakert@neb.rr.
com. 

5/15-18/08  Wilson Lake, KS 2008 Midwest Slope Challenge 
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his friends 
share stories 
f r o m  t h e  
past… like 
how for five 
years after 
WW2 you 
could not fly 
here without a 
flight plan, 
courtesy of the 
Americans. I 
could have lis-
tened to them all night long… but the rain finally stopped and 
the party ended. 

 
I was so taken by the day’s events that I seriously consid-

ered rescheduling my flight home the next day and staying 

longer. Fortunately, depending on how you look at it, Tuesday 
morning had 
dense fog and 
rain so it was a 
bit easier to 
leave.   I con-
soled myself 
with one more 
s l o w  walk  
through the mu-
seum before 
heading back to 
Frankfurt and 
the way home. 

 
This must have been a good trip… the experiences seem 

as crisp now as the day they happened.   If I never get to return 
to Germany, I’ll be content with those memories. But just in 
case… I’m already plotting a return trip someday, and it will 
include die Wasserkuppe. 

Lincoln Sky Knights 
ANNUAL R/C AUCTION  
Saturday February 2, 2008 

CHECK IN AND REGISTRATION BEGINS AT 8:00 am 
AUCTION starts at 10:00 am until everything is sold 

 
Auction held at: 

Waverly Foundation Center 
11120 N. 141st Street 

Waverly Nebraska 68462 
(Same place as last year)  

 
· $5.00 admission per buyer/seller number with two raffle tickets and a Free Pancake Breakfast. 

Free Pancake Breakfast ends at 9:30 AM.  
 
· 2.4 GHz Radio System Raffle & more. Tickets $1 each or 6 for $5.  
 
· All items sold in order they are received.  
 
· Lincoln Sky Knights will keep 10% of the sale price or buy back price.  
 
· BIDDING STARTS AT $15.00. Please group small items together. Any bidding below $15.00 is 

sold immediately. You must put the minimum you will take for any item on the item card to 
protect it. Circle donation YES to if you want to donate entire sale to club.  

 
· A $1 processing fee will be charged for “no sale”  
 
· Payment is by cash or check with proper ID.  
 
· All sales are final and sold as is.  

 
The Lincoln SouthPointe HobbyTown has donated a Carl Goldberg Extra 330 ARF (77” span) and a 

Sea Gull Models Laser 200 ARF (68.75” span) which will be auctioned off. 
 

Lunch Available on Site 
 

Any Questions contact Leonard Akert at 1-402-489-6277 or rakert@neb.rr.com 
Southeast NE info: http://metrorcflying.com/metro_area_schedule.htm 

LSK Website: www.lincolnskyknights.com 
LSK website has a map showing the location of LSK field and the Waverly Foundation 

Center just off of I-80.  
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