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The flow has started and never has the apiary
been so busy and such a pleasant place to be on a
Saturday afternoon, which includes the out apiary.
There are 3 hives here and space for 6 - 8. From
the rate at which the nectar is coming in, my
feeling is that this is a good honey collecting
location. It is located in the Hill Crest
Allotments, just behind Hill Crest Gardens, (Map
on back page). Park at the end of the cul de sac
and head into the woods taking each right hand
path as it comes (easy to miss).The combination
to the gate is 1812. Remember Tchaikovsky’s 1812
overture!

Credit for the current unprecedented success
of the club goes to the club members whose
collective club ethic creates the easy going and
cooperative atmosphere. Credit also goes, of
course, to the organisers, George, Bob,Avis,
David, John and Andy who keeps everybody in line
as well as looking after the day to day apiary
management, running the apiary hives, looking
after equipment and cutting the grass and the

A TAIL OF TWO APIARIES

committee members headed by Jim, who holds it
all together by organising the finance, social
events, recruitment, local PR and writing the
news letter.

It is a collective effort and indeed a successful
one. Carl Marx eat your heart out.

Mark Nickolls

Hill Crest Allotments Apiary.
Mark with his three pioneering hives.

The start of a busy Saturday afternoon

Getting the hives sorted

Relaxing with a cup of tea and buscuits.Val’s wondering
who dropped buscuit crumbs in her brood box.

             



Re-Queening
Taking account of price etc. the best value

queens seem to be available from Ged Marshall
(no relation) in Milton Keynes. If we purchase
ten or more then the price is £20 each plus £1
for marking. If you are interested in placing
an order please contact David or Avis with
cash or a cheque by 22 July and we will
place an order for delivery in week
beginning 3 September.

Perish the thought that anybody’s bees are badly
behaved but there are incidences of followers
being buzzed on entering the gate and even some
stinging bees attacking members whilst they are
endeavouring to drink their tea Whilst there is a
funny side to a group of beekeepers trying to eat
and drink with their veils on it is quite annoying,
and of course we must maintain good relations
with the allotment holders. If anyone has a
suspicion it might be theirs, please take this

Advanced warning from
Thornes

Windsor Sale
Day

9th September, 10.00am to 

2.00pm.

Make  a note in your diary now!

SUMMER BEE FAIR
ASHLEWORTH - GLOUCESTER
Saturday 5 August, 10am - 6pm

Trade Stands - Special Show Offers

Car Boot Sale - Please book
your space in advance

Sell all your surplus bee equipment,
honey and beeswax

Auction - Items list must be
submitted in advance

Sell all your beekeeping equipment

Coaches will be running to the event
from the following areas

Devon/Cornwall and South West

London and South East

North West & North East

For pick up points - Send a stamped addressed
envalope for details OR ask your Association

Secretary to contact show committee at;

Lawn Road Bee Farm,

Ashleworth, Gloucester, GL19 4JL.

Email; summerbeeshow@hotmail.co.uk

Honey Jars
As extraction draws nearer the need to get all

the equipment ready for that event is imminent.
And the question of how many jars will I need
looms and where do I get them from?

The Club will look after the apiary hives and
the new beekeepers. Other members should get
together, nominate a person to go to the Epsom
Shop and make a group purchase.The Epsom
Shop provides jars at a rate that is comparable to
other supliers and is local.

Deatils of the shop are as follows:

= = = = =

SBKA Epsom Division Shop
is open to all SBKA members from

Saturday 1 April 2006.

The shop will be open every Saturday between
3pm and 5pm at The Apiary, Upper Mill, Kingston
Road, Ewell. KT17 2AF. (Go to the end of the
drive opposite Mill Lane, behind the Upper Mill
building).

Stock is the same as last year, with a few
additions, including National, Commercial,

and WBC hives, all sizes of wax and
frames, jars and containers, medicaments
and most common beekeeping sundries.

2005 prices - no increase

Second quality prices on most National hive parts
while stocks last.

Phone me on 01737 813066 (home) or 07747
867455 (mobile) to check if I have in stock what
you need, and avoid a wasted journey. Steve Secker,
shop manager.

                              



Blackhorse Beekeeping
Centre

OPEN AFTERNOON

Saturday 12 August pm

John Hamer is a bee farmer,
lecturer in beekeeping and

enthusiast. He the proprietor of
the Blackhorse centre and also

runs courses on beekeeping.

If you want to know more visit his web site

www.blackhorseapiaries.org.uk

(This sounds like an interesting place to visit, pity it’s

on a Saturday afternoon.)

Varroa Treatment
The the Apiary Management Team has for many

years encouraged, or maybe I should say insisted,
that we all treat our hive for varroa after our
honey has been harvested and before we close
down for the winter.

This involves a concerted action from all the
club members, whether your hives are at the
apiary or at home, and the placing Apiguard in
your hives in the prescribed time period.To
facilitate this the club purchases Apiguard in bulk
and sells it to the membership.This has a
threefold benefit. One, we all treat our hives at
the same time, two, there is no chance of cross-
contamination from any untreated hive and three,
there is a considerable cost saving by buying in
bulk which the club can pass on to it’s members.

Please watch out for notification from the
Apiary Management Team in late autumn
of the issuing of Apiguard for your hives and
make sure you follow their directions.

Also, please keep a eye on your hives and at any
signs of abnormality in your brood get it checked
out.

It’s Extraction Time!
As our hives fill up with honey the time is fast

approaching when we shall have to harvest the
fruits of our bees labours.The number of people
wanting to use the Club’s extraction equipment is
increasing and so the loaning out of the
equipment is going to be strictly controlled.With
this in mind the Management Team have devised a
form for those booking out the equipment which
should make sure it is not double booked at any
time.

So please note the following;

= The forms are in the the metal shed. YOU
MUST USE THEM when borrowing the
equipment

= You are only allowed to loan the equipment
for TWO DAYS.
The demand from the membership is such
that we have to make sure the equipment is
available to as many members as possible
within a short period of time, so plan your
time well before you book.

Holiday Time
Further to the note in the last newsletter
about arranging for someone to look after
your hives whilst you are on holiday. 

I may have mistakenly given the impression
that the Apiary Management Team would take
on this task. This is not so, the correct
procedure is for you to arrange with a fellow
beekeeper that you feel you can trust to look
at your hive  for the weeks you are away. If
you can’t find anyone who can do this for
you, they may all be on holiday the same
time as you, then you should talk to the Team
to see if they can look after your hive.

IMPORTANT DATE

If you are ordering a new queen
through the club you need to
get your order in, with £20.00,

on this Saturday 22 July
CANCELLED

See Back Page

                       



URBAN BUZZ
The following paragraphs are taken from an article
that was written by Luara Barnett for the
Independant newspaper dated Thursday 4 May.

According to Government estimates, at least
2,000 people keep bees within the M25 - double
the number recorded in 1999.

For many city-dwellers, having beehives offers a
way to get closer to nature and ensures a supply
of pure, locally produced honey.

John Chapple, a beekeeper for 25 years and
chairman of the London Beekeepers’ Association
for 10, also believes that keeping bees is an ideal
way for people with limited space to feel more in
touch with nature.

“What other animal can you keep in two square
feet of space?” he points out.

But London beehives are not confined to parks
and gardens. Robin Pemberton-Jones, a former
governor of the Bank of England, kept hives on
top of the bank.

London Beekeepers’ Association beekeepers
provide honey for the Archbishop of Canterbury
from hives in Lambeth Palace’s gardens. Other
LBA members keep bees at the Natural History
Museum and on top of Fortnum and Mason.

Surprisingly, smoggy urban streets are said to
provide a purer honey than rolling fields. City
gardens, parks and allotments offer a wider
variety of flowers than is found now in the
countryside, and pollution seems to have no effect
on honeybees.

“The countryside seems green and clean, but
crops are often covered in pesticides,” explains
James Hammill, a former actor turned owner of
The Hive Honey Shop in south London, which
stocks honey produced at the Hammells’ 40 hives
across london and southern England.

Amateur and small-scale commercial
beekeepers also avoid the blending and processing
methods employed by many of the major
supermarket chains, producing a more natural
honey.

There is a growing demand for good honey. In
January,Waitrose reported that sales of honey
overtook those of marmalade for the first time.
Demand for London honey outstrips supply.

It’s not just the taste of urban honey that’s sort
after - many claim that it offers health benefits.As
bees feed on the pollen in a particular area, those
suffering the effects of the high urban pollen
count can find eating local honey alleviates
symptoms.

But keeping bees is not just a matter of buying a
hive and waiting for the honey to flow. City-based
beekeepers face concerned neighbours and the
threat of vandalism, and need considerable
training to manage hives of up to 60,000 bees.

For stressed-out city dwellers, the time they
spend with their bees can prove therapeutic.
Investment Manager Julian Lim, says his degree in
philosophy drew him to bees.“I’m fascinated by
the primitive social language of bees,” he says.

But the greatest moment is opening the hive
and seeing the honeycomb.That is a kind of
miracle.That makes it all worthwhile.

   



Microscopy Course
Organised by the Reigate group in conjunction with John Hamer the March a recent course was a great
success. It is very useful to be able to determine whether a colony is suffering from Nosema or Acarine.
So the course organiser,Bob Maurer, is planning to hold two more,

2006 Saturday 28th October and Saturday 4th November

2007 Saturday 3rd and Saturday 10th March

The courses will be split across two days and will give beginners a sound basis on which to build their
skills.They will also refresh and expand the knowledge of those who have tried a little microscopy in
the past.

Day 1 How to set up and use dissecting and compound microscopes; how to detect acarine and
nosema; basic dissection.

Day 2 Pollen identification; Morphometry (identification of the degree of 'mongrelisation' of our
native dark bee by imported strains) and some more dissection.

The cost will be £20 per session including lunch, tea and coffee

Maximum of eight people per course

Each course member will need two microscopes - a dissecting and a compound. These will be provided
but do bring your own equipment if you have it. It's best to train on the microscopes you will be using
on a regular basis.

Please contact Bob Maurer on 07740 70750 or email: bob.maurer@ntlworld.com if you would like to
attend.

The below are the first two paragraphs
from a document explaining the role of the
BDI and how, as ordinary members, we
benefit from paying to be members.

If you wish to see the whole document please contact
either the treasurer or secetary.

Now that you have joined your local Beekeeping
Association you will want to know where your
subs go and why.Your subscription provides BDI
cover for three colonies from January 2006 and if
you have more than 3 colonies, you will have been
asked to pay an extra insurance premium to
something called BDI. BDI Ltd was established
over 60 years ago by beekeepers working
voluntarily, as a self-help tool, to provide a

measure of compensation in the event
of colony destruction under the Bee
Disease Control Orders, but more

importantly to support research into bee health,
to counter the diseases and to educate
beekeepers to ensure that our bees are healthy
and productive. BDI Ltd is run by beekeepers for
beekeepers and owned by the Beekeeping
Associations.

For the past sixty years the Bee Disease Control
Orders have provided for control of the two Foul
Brood diseases. If American Foul Brood is
discovered in colonies, their destruction is
mandatory.This also applies to European Foul
Brood if chemical treatment or other measures
are not considered appropriate by DEFRA.

            


